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which we travelled, the weather we had and could
generally expect, our travelling arrangements, the state
of the roads, and the aspects of the country through which
we passed.
As to the weather, it was generally delightful. We had
from day to day an unclouded sky, with the sun rather
strong as the day advanced, but with a refreshing breeze,
which made it thoroughly cool in the shade, even cold
sometimes, so that one was inclined to go out into the
sunshine to get warmth. In the daytime warm cloth-
ing was pleasant, and at night, especially in tents, our
blankets and wraps came into full requisition. There
was a steadiness in the weather exceeding anything
known in our climate. We have known weeks without
any shading of the sky. There were, however, occa-
sional breaks. Now and then clouds gathered from day
to day, and at length came down in heavy rain, which
was most welcome to the farmers, especially when it
came as it often did, -about Christmas. Thunder, storms
might be sometimes looked for, accompanied by sudden
and severe gusts of wind. These days of atmospheric
disturbance were sufficient to make us, as travellers,
appreciate more highly the weather with which we were
ordinarily favoured
The greater part of the country through which we
travelled is very level. Beyond Chunar, indeed, which
is sixteen miles from Benares, and Mirzapore, which is
thirty miles distant, there is a great extent of low hill-
country. These districts we visited several times. The
most of our journeys were in the wide open plains of
the North-West. The country, though level, is by no
means uninteresting. You receive as you travel a very
favourable impression of the productiveness of the land